Energy sources used in U.S. commercial buildings

The Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey (CBECS) is the only independent, statistically
representative source of national-level data on the characteristics and energy use of commercial buildings. The
CBECS releases detailed estimates for four major energy sources—electricity, natural gas, fuel oil, and district
heat.

Electricity

Electricity is a form of energy characterized by the presence and motion of elementary charged particles
generated by friction, induction, or chemical change. Electric energy is supplied to a building by a central utility
via power lines or from a central physical plant in a separate building that is part of the same multibuilding facility.
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Natural gas

Natural gas is hydrocarbon gas (mostly methane) supplied as an energy source to individual buildings by
pipelines from a central utility company.
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Fuel oil

Fuel oil is a liquid petroleum product used as an energy source that is less volatile than gasoline. Fuel oil
estimates also include diesel and kerosene.
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District heat

District heat is steam or hot water produced outside of a building in a central plant and piped into the building
as an energy source for space heating or another end use. The district heat may be purchased from a utility or
provided by a central physical plant in a separate building that is part of the same multibuilding facility (for
example, a hospital complex or university). District heat includes district steam and district hot water.
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